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It is cold and windy 
outside tonight but the cold 
weather will pass as the 
natural progress of the 
seasons. Soon the warm 
breezes of spring will come 
our way.  Along with the 
warm breezes of spring will 
come opportunities to build 
the bright future for District S. 

Projects at Christmas time in our great 
ά/ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 17έ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ { ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
and varied. The generosity of Kansas Lions is known 
around our communities. Christmas parties for 2nd 
Grade students are the projects of Eureka Lions and 
Cedar Vale Lions. Providing entertainment for children 
by facilitating appearances of Santa Claus and providing 
gift bags for community children and fruit baskets for 
elderly shut-ins are projects of Colony Lions, Kincaid 
Lions, Madison Lions, Westphalia Lions and likely many 
other clubs.  Several Hillsboro Noon Lions, Leos, former 
Leos and friends joined together on Sunday, December 
20 to wrap the community Angel Tree gifts for needy 
children.  The group wrapped over 120 bags of gifts and 
enjoyed treats and soup.  Pictured below is Lion and 
district pin chair Viktoria Bichet hard at work. 

Sponsoring (or funding) Christmas parades and 
participating with floats in parades is something that 
involves Columbus Lions and Burlington Lions. 
Columbus Lions use their fire truck for parades. Baxter 
Springs Lions and almost all of our Lions Clubs have a 

Christmas Party during their December Club meeting 
and the great times that occur at those gatherings bring 
fond memories to Lions district wide.  During the El 
Dorado Lions Club Christmas party it was my pleasure to 
present a membership award to Lion A. L. Stoskopf 
(below) for 60 years of Lions membership.  

There is always time for business as well as fun 
at our meetings. Below, I stand next to newly inducted 
Lion Nadine Buell next to her is her sponsor Lion Ruth 
Fechter.  Emporia Lions Club and Olpe Lions Club work 
together on several projects during a year. It was 
published in the Emporia Gazette that Emporia Lions 
Club participated in the Salvation Army Bell Ringer 
program and that a special volunteer (Pooh Bear, life 
sized) was active as a part of that effort and that the 
collections in that kettle were good.  This is a partial list 
and other Lions Clubs may look for possible Christmas 
projects in these examples. 

  



Leadership Corner 

Are leaders made or born ς or maybe some of 

both? People born with leadership potential can 

become stronger/better leaders with helpful training. 

Without good leaders our Lions Clubs will die. Now is 

the time for your Lions Club to look at members with 

leadership potential and offer them a wonderful 

training opportunity. The 8th Annual Great Plains Lions 

Leadership Institute will be in Storm Lake, Iowa July 16 ς 

18, 2010. Anyone I know who has attended in the past 

raves about it. The Institute provides helpful general 

leadership training, not just for Lions Clubs. District S 

Lions have scholarship funds budgeted for this Institute, 

and the District S PDG Club has funds budgeted for 

transportation. So, this is a win-win situation. Attendees 

must be those who have not been in a high leadership 

position such as Lions Club President or a District 

Cabinet position. 

Please contact me soon for information and to 

ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 

application list. 

Elfrieda Funk, District S Leadership Chair 

620-947-2301 

Email: elmar@embarqmail.com 

 

Up Coming Events Worthy of 

Attendance. 

January 15-17, 2010 The 2010 Mid-Winter 

Rally and 3
rd

 state council meeting will be held at 
the Ramada Inn, 1616 W. Crawford, Salina, KS. 
To book your rooms **call 785-823-1739**  

January 18, 2010 The internationally-acclaimed 

Harlem Ambassadors will be visiting Augusta, KS 
for a game at Augusta High School Gymnasium 
on January 18, 2010, at 7:15 PM.  

January 23, 2010 The Hillsboro Lions Evening 

Club invites everyone coming to the District S 

cabinet meeting to our annual Pancake and 

Sausage Feed at the Hillsboro Senior Center 

located at 212 N. Main Street.  This is on the 

north end of the downtown area next to the 

Central National Bank on the east side of Main 

Str. Serving at 6:30 am  

January 23, 2010 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ά{έ /ŀōƛƴŜǘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ at 

Hillsboro Middle School at the Corner of 
Jefferson and Grand in Hillsboro, Kansas. 
Registration will begin at 9:45am with meeting 
at 10:00 am. 

 

 

 

 
The musicians shown to the left are 

winners of the Burlington Lions Club Musical 
Talent contest. From left to right,Drew Hall and 
Michaelyn Everheart (The Neighborhood Snipers) 
guitar duet 2nd Prize, Nathan Vanderlinden, vocal 
solo 3rd Prize,  and two tied for 1st Prize Autumn 
Kirchner, vocal solo and 1st Prize Devanee 
Williams, Harp solo. It was a difficult for the 
judges to make selection from a field of 6 
talented acts. The attendees to our district 
convention may see some of these young people 
perform during the convention. 75 food items for 
DƻŘΩǎ {ǘƻǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ were donated by the crowd 
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A Few Words from Wienck 
 

Happy New Year, 17S Lions 

and friends!  Welcome to not only a 

new year, but a new decade!  Like 

many of you, I am just amazed at 

how quickly the last few years have 

gone.  It occurred to me recently 

that an interesting phenomenon 

occurs when we watch every day of 

our lives go by.  It becomes very easy to lose 

perspective of change.   

Consider this-look around your community-

what is different now from 20 or 30 years ago if you 

were there that long ago?  Small communities 

ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜέ ōǳǘ 

I would like to suggest that this is, to some extent, a 

false assumption.  As I look at Hillsboro and really stop 

to consider, MUCH is different from when I arrived 20 

years ago.  Some of those changes are more obvious 

than others. There are the buildings that have gone up 

and others that have come down, businesses that have 

opened and closed, people who have moved away and 

new residents who have arrived.  Within my job, I have 

seen my original school building razed and another take 

its place, which is now older than my current group of 

students.  I have seen our enrollment rise and fall again, 

colleagues retire and new hires take their places.  

Because these changes have happened slowly over 

time, it seems like things have ALWAYS been the way 

they are now and only when I stop and compare do I 

realize how different things really are.   

As I transfer this line of thinking to my Lion life, 

it makes me wonder.  I have seen our club size and 

membership fluctuate over the years, and projects 

come and go.  But in reality, have we adapted to meet 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ  L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ looked 

up the statistics, but my guess is that our membership 

numbers are not more than a few less than when I 

joined a decade ago, and most of the projects we do 

now are ones which have existed before I ever joined.  

And so it begs the question, at least in MY mind:  ARE 

we meeting the needs of our community which HAS 

undoubtedly changed?  ARE we relevant?   

What I DO know is that, in some form or 

another, the concept of Lionism and all that it embraces 

IS relevant and DOES have a significant and meaningful 

place in my and every other community.  Where is there 

no need? In what community are there no under-

privileged citizens?  Where does every citizen has 

perfect vision, and does every city government agency 

has more than enough funds for local projects?  Where 

does every child have too many opportunities?   

Folks, too many times in the last few months, I 

ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ ά[ƛƻƴǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 

ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜέΦ  wŜŀƭƭȅΚΚ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

ƴŜŜŘǎΚ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀƴǘǎΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎes and 

project insurance provided by LCI?  Networking and 

fellowshipping with other Lions from around the state 

and country is an obsolete concept?  More hands 

working together to do more good for your community 

is unneeded?  Lions, the need has NOT changed.  

Unfortunately what also has not changed is our vision of 

what Lions club should look like.  Your club can be 

ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜΧȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŜǘ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ άƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ 

standing without attending every week, you can serve 

without wearing a vest, you can include people who 

ŘƻƴΩǘ άŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƭŘέΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

children to meetings, and you can do business without 

the titles and formalities. 

If your club has had the conversation-the one about 

possibly shutting down because you no longer believe it 

ƛǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƻǊ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ άŦƛǘέ ǘƘŜ 

needs of your community, I ask you to PLEASE allow us 

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 

is the way your club operates.  If little has changed from 

ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƳŜ ƛŦ 

these feelings are stirring.  Be open to change-look for 

ways for your club to reinvent itself in order to be what 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  hǳǊ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀǎ 

a way to socialize, promote our businesses or provide us 

with a hobby-they exist as a means to do good for the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

fellow citizens one of the most valuable assets your 

town has-a group whose sole purpose is to make its 

town better.  That will NEVER be irrelevant.  

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=568993568


Moving To Grow As We Serve! 
The McCune Lions Club asked DG Terry to 

present their clubs membership awards and there were 
numerous awards and I only mention the two McCune 
Lions with the longest terms of service. The families of 
Lion Anderegg and Lion Branton will share the 
sponsorship of exchange student Martin Briceano from 
Peru in January and February. 
 

McCune Lion 
Macie McColm 

is a 40 year 
member! 

 

 
McCune Lion 

Marvin Johnso
n is a 45 year 

member! 

 

 
Garnett Lion 

Ron Andereregg 
accepting an 

award for 
sponsoring new 
Lions members 

 

 
President 

Joshua Nelson 
accepting an 

award for Lion 
David Branton. 
Lion Branton 
was on a trip 

out of the 
United States 
distributing 
eyeglasses. 

 

Santa and His Elves on the Job 
in Colony 

The Colony Lions are quick thinkers. Notice that 
Santa Claus is located inside an area where the reindeer 
Ŏŀƴ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƴǘŀ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ 
elves come in all ages, shapes and sizes. The Christmas 
parade in Colony was in early December. 

 
Lions Gene Anderson, Billy Beckmon, Ronald and 

Dee Dee McMullen pose with the sign bringing the 
greeting of the season to all who came to Colony. 

IƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ [ƛƻƴǎ Lƴ {ƛƎƘǘΗ 
  


